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The Publiſher to the Reader. 
Vini infilelity prevails, and the - 
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truth of Chriſtianity in general; ſo will the 


cred truths are daily called in queſtzon, 

Fr 

ſmall treatiſe, firſt publiſhed above fifty years 
plainneſi will recom- 


ago. Its ſhortneſs and 
mend it; . to thoſe who may want m- 
ney to purchaſe, or time to read larger books. 


How highly it has been eſteemed by 


clergy, appears, by their having tranſcribed 
of it into their works. 
There is ſubjoined, with ſome little varia- 
——p4 wala Ape cept 
Mr Gildon, once a noted writer 
Deiſts, and the publiſher of 


titled, The Deiſts Manual. | 
5 the Short Method ſerves to eſtabliſh the 


Letter annexed, point aut the way to @ regu- 
lar communion in the church, amidſt the many 
en ſells of profeſſed Chriſtians 12 

Praying God, that he may bleſs both with 


ſucceſs, in helping to reclaim the infidel, and 


eminent writers, as well of the laity as of the | 


confirm the faithful, I bid the candid reader ; 
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pend upon the truth of thoſe matters of 
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2. Four rules, whereby to aſcertain the 

truth of any matter of fa | ib. 
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of Chriſt: and that they do not meet in 
matters of fact of Mahomet, of the Hen- 


| Poſture whatſoever. 


2. The rules are theſe. 


as that mens outward ſenſes, their eyes 
and cars, may be judges of it. 


Ihen deities, or can poſſibly meet in any im- 
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it hall be when he fitteth upon the throne of 
bis kingdom, that he ſhall write him a copy of 
this law in a book, out of that which is before 
the prieſts the Levites. And it ſhall be with 
him, he ſhall read therein all the days of 

that be may learn to fear the Lord 


im, and 
bis bife : 
bis God, to keep all the words of this law, and 
theſe ſtatutes, to do them, Deut. xvii. 18. 19. 
Here you ſee, that this book of the law 
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as they ſpeak, natural and enſy. 
they could prevail, the natural and eaſy reſult 
would be, not to believe one word in all thoſe 
facred oracles: for if things be not as they are 
told in any relation, that relation muſt be 
falſe; and if falſe in part, we cannot truſt to 
it, either in whole, or in part. 
Here are to be excepted miſtranſlations and 


Juſb. ii. 5. , before 
the whole nation. And when the waters of 


7 


111 
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power of ſecond cauſes; and fo to make all, 
Wherein, if 
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came 
the ſea of the plain, even the ſalt 
and were cut off - and the people paſſed 
| right againſt Jericho, The prieſts 
E-1 & ail of taken, until all the armies o 

' Uſracl had paſſed over. And it came to paſs, 
| | when the prieſts that bare the ark of the cove- 
11 nant of the Lord, were come up out of the 


tones whi 
out of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in Gilgal, And 
he ſpake unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, 
When your children ſhall aſt their fathers in 
time to come, Jaying, What mean theſe ſtones ? 
then ye ſhall let your children know 


| you, wntil ye 2 
ver, as the Lord your God did to the Red 
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all the world! How would it have taught Iſ- 


that, notwithſtanding of all theſe big words, 
there was ſo little in it ! How could they have 
believed, or received a book as truth, which 


. 
; 


4 


4 
: 


: 


Fe 
27 


3 


8 
7 » 


PEER 


; 


E 
1 


i 


' rael to fear the Lord, when they muſt know, 


we „„ «a =o gn = - 


F 


4 466 iis a i 


— 


: $4; 1271 f 114 
g jp 12 2 Hf 
$35 : 4124155 
* 15 1175 1116115 
| qi 1 55 | 1117773 
Sk; 

Hd TH 14215115 


| 
| 


| 


wh 7 
e 


91 815 rar iy 
10 SIO 
T3437 1 
Het i | 


Fan: 


N 


T 
1 
T 
5 
1 


* 
Þ 
E 
8 
* 
E 
: 


F*** Ba 


ptiſm and 


as perpetual 


rr 


mamerials — 


ey 


25 
Nh 


11 
121451 


12112 1 
HE 


15 


9 


1 


10 lis 


* 
2 24 . 


18 


f 1 


SACK —— 


un 


If 0 1 0 Ta ITY 
144144 3 + - 's 
5 1 0 
8 1217 Y 

Ft: all 1145 hs 5 155 


THIN 


1 


1% 


7 
2 13 
HOG 
24,58 5 =" 


ne Es a 


7 8 


1 
li 


= 


C. 


2 way down from thoſe times without 
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And it is full as impoſſible, to 


men that they bad been circumciſed, 
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Fought at Pharſalia, was killed in | 

houſe, and many other matters of fact of an- 

vances in memory of them. 2 Y 
But this ſhews, that the matters of fact of 
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with the Deifts. 27 
man out of the world, as an irrational brute, 
that ſhould offer to deny Cæſar or Alexander, 
Homer or Virgil, their public works and ac- 
tions, do, at the ſame time, value themſelves 


| as the only men of wit and ſenſe, of free, ge- 


nerous, and unbiaſſed jud ts, for ridicu- 
ling the hiſtories of Moles and Chriſt, that 
are infinitely better atteſted, and guarded 


VI. Bz$1Dts, that the importance of the 
ſubje& would oblige all men to inquire more 
narrowly into the one than the other. For 
what conſequence is it to me, or to the world, 
whether there was ſuch a man as Cæſar; whe- 
ther he beat, or was beaten, at Pharſalia ; 
whether Homer or Virgil wrote ſuch books ; 
and whether what is related in the Iliads or 
Eneids, be true, or falſe ? It is not two pence 
up or down to any man in the world. And 
therefore it is worth no man's while to in- 

ire into it, either to oppoſe or juſtify the 
84 
and eternity, are concerned in the truth of 
what is related in the holy ſcriptures; and 
therefore men would be more inquiſitive to 
ſearch into the truth of theſe, than of any o- 
ther matters of fact, examine and ſiſt them 
narrowly, and find out the deceit, if any ſuch 
could be found : for it concerned them nearly, 
and was of the laſt importance to them. 
How unreaſonable, then, is it to reject theſe 

C 2 
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28 A bert and eaf} Method 
matters of fact, ſo ified, ſo examined, and 


ſo atteſted, as no other matters of fat in the 
world ever were; and yet to think it the moſt 


highly unreaſonable, even to madneſs, to de- 
ny other matters of fact, which have not the 
thouſandth part of their evidence, and are of 


c 


falſe ? 


vu. Tnzxx are ſeveral other topics, from 
whence the truth of the Chriſtian religion is 


evinced to all who will judge by reaſon, and 


tions, and moſt cruel dcaths, that could 


inflicted, in atteſtation to what themſelves 
Knew to be a mere deceit and forgery, of their | 
own contriving. Some have ſuffered for er- 
rors which they thought to be truth ; but ne- 
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ſcorn and contempt, but the ſevereſt perſecu- | 
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do this? | = 
But this is not all. For they tell us, 
their Maſter bid them nothing but ſuf- 


ferings in this world. This is the tenure of 
all that goſpel which they taught: and they 
told the fame to all whom they converted. 
So that here was no diſappointment. 

For all that were converted by them, were 


commanded his diſciples to take up their croſs 
daily, and follow him; and told them, that 
in the world they ſhould have tribulation ; 
that whoever did not forſake father, mo- 
ther, wife, children, lands, and their very 
lives, could not be his diſciples; that he who 
ſought to ſave his life in this world, ſhould 
loſe it in the next. 
Now, that this deſpiſed doctrine of the 
Av. 20. 1 Jobu 11. 7 
C3 croſs 


allurements of ficſh and blood, and all the 
bl ndiſhments of this world, againſt the rage 


the ca:th, muſt ſhew its original to be divine, 


forty years 
ſeventy years after. So that they were ca- 
Pable of examining into the truth, and want- 
ed not prejudice and malice ſufficient to have 
inclined them to deny the matter of fact itſelf 
of Chiiſt But their con 
wiſe Lucian, Celſus, Porphyry, and Juli 
the Apoſtate, the Mahometans 


other enemies of Chriftianiry that have ariſen 
in the world, is an unde nĩable atteſtation to 
the truth of the matter of fact. 


IX. Bur there is another argument more 
Rrong and convincing than even this matter 
of fat; more than the certainty of what I 
fee with my eyes; and which the Apoſtle | 

Peter called a more ſure word, * 


perſecution of all the kings and powers of 


feſſing to it, as like- 
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chen and nothing could be a cheat, that 


| to the law. Which if it were, the conſe⸗ 


"oils to Des | _— 


nothing equal in all profane hiſtory, and in 
which it is impoſlible any cheat can lie; yet 
1 par them not upon the ſame foot 2 


| prophecies before mentioned of the marks and 


cuming of the Meſſiah, which have been ſince 

the world began. | 

And that general expectation of the whole 

earth at the time of his coming, i 

on in the Method with the Jews, ſed. 5. is 

greatly to be noticed. 

But, I ſay, the foregoing prophecies of our 

Saviour, are ſo ſtrong a proof, as even mira 

cles would not be ſufficient to break their aus 
I mean, if it were poſſible that a true mira» 


cle could be wrought in contradiction to them: 


Wes that could gel 
bly be ſolved, ſhould ſhake this evidence. 

It is this that keeps the Jews in their obſti- 
nacy. Though they cannot deny the matters 
of fact done by our bleſſed Saviour to be 
truly miracles, if fo done as ſaid ; nor can 
they deny that they were ſo done, becauſe 
they have all the four marks before mention- 
ed: yet they cannot yield! Why? Becauſe 
they think that the goſpel is in contradiction 


quence would be unavoidable, that both 
could not be true. To ſolve this, is the bu- 
fineſs of the Method with the Jews. But the 
contradiction which they , is in their 
comments that they put upon the law; elpe- 
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„ and ſigns, and lying 
„Ain. 14. Xvi. 14. and xix. 20. of the de- 
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common topic of the Deiſts, who, when they 


to be miracles, at leaſt that we can never be 
ſhewa to us, be a true or a falſe miracle. 
And the great argument they go upon, is 


To which I anſwer, That men may be fo 
cheated ; K | 
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ſuch and ſuch miracles have been 
turn about, and deny ſuch things 


thi That a miracle being that which excceds |: 
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if they keep not to the holy ſcriptures as their | | 


coming is after the workmg of Satan, with all 
wenders ; and 
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—— not always know 


power of nature, perhaps in any 
one thing; yet it does not follow, that we 
know not the nature of any thing, in ſome 


chat the flame was ſo fierce, Ab 
thoſe men that threw them in; and ye 


doaths : I could not be decei ed, in thinking 
there was a top put to the nature of fire 28 10 
theſe men; and that it had its effect upon the 


ſoil, &c. : yet this I can certainly know, that 


extent uf the power of nature; yet we can 


certainly know what is contrary to the nature 


of ſeveral ſuch things as we do know. 


And therefore, though we may be cheated 


and impoſed upon in many ſecming miracles 
and wonders; yer there are ſome things 
wherein we may be certain. 


But further, the Deiſts acknowledge a God 
of an almighty power, who made all things. 
put it out of his power io 
make any revel+tion of his will io mankind. 


Yet they would 


For if we cannot be certain of any miracle, 


how ſhould we know when God ſent any thing 


nary to us? 
Nay, how ſhould we know the 
power of nature, if we knew not what exceed- 


ed it? If we knew not what is natural, how 


thing as nature? 
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ward ſenſes, whether we ſee, hear, or fed, 
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or all be not a miracvlous illufion ? 

Which becauſe I know the Deiſts are not 
inclined to do, therefine I will return to pur- 
ſve my argument upon the convifttion of our 
outward ſenſes; de ſiring only this, that they 
would allow the Gaſte of eder vis ts he 
certain as the ir own. Which they cannot re- 
fuſe, ſince without this they can have no cer- 
tainty of their own. L 


NI. Turxtrore, from what has been 
faid, the cau is ſummed up ſhortly in this: 
That though we cannot ſer what was done 
e which I 

ve laid down concerning the certainty of 
woofilt dear belive cur Gi, GTA 
be as much aſſured of the truth of them, as if 
we ſaw them with our eyes ; becauſe what- 
ever matter of fact has all the four marks be- 


vented, and received, bur upon the conviRtion 


40 A fhort and ea Methed 
dence of its truth, than the matters of fat of | 
Moſes and of Chriſt ; otherwiſe they cannot, 
with any ſhew of reaſon, rejzett the one, and 
yet admit of the other. 
But I have given them greater latitude than 
this ; for I have ſhewn ſuch marks of the truth 
of the matters of fact of Moſes and of Chriſt 
as no other matters of fact of thoſe times, 


however true, have, but theſe only: and 1 


put it upon them to ſhew any forgery that has 
all theſæe marks. 

| This is a ſhort iſſue. Keep them cloſe to 
this. This deternines the cauſe all at once, 


Let them produce their Apollonius Tyanæ- 
us, whoſe lif- was put into Engliſh by the ex- 
ecrable Chules Blount “; and compared, 
with all the wit and malice he was maſter 
of, to the lite and miracles of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. | 
Let them take aid from all the legends in 

the church of Rome, thoſe pious cheats, the 
ſoreſt diſgraces of Chriſtianity ; and which 
have bid the faireſt, of any one contrivance, 
to overturn the certainty of the miracles of 
Chriſt, and his apoſtles, and whole truth of 


the goſpel, by purting them all upon the 
fame foot; at lcaſt, they are fo underſtood 


by the generality of ate Armas. though 
diſowned and laughed at by the learned, and 
mea of lenſe, among them. 
Let them pick and chute the moſt probable 
of all the fables of the Heathen deities ; and | 
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is aid, the Deiſts will till contend, That all 
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marks before men 
Other wiſe let them ſubmit to the itrefraga- 
ble certaiaty of the Chriſtian religion. 


of all that 


XIII. 80 if, norwithſtanding 


this is but pr ĩeſteraft, the in vention of prieſts, 
for their own profit, &c.; then they will 
give us an idea of prieſts fat different from 
what they intend : fur then we muſt look up- 
on theſe prieſts, not only as the cunningeſt 
and wiſcſt of mankind, but we ſhall be tempt- 
ed to adore them as dcitics, who have fuch 
power as to impoſe, at their pleaſure, u 
the ſenſes of mankind, to make them believe, 
that they had practiſed ſuch public inſtitu- 
tions, enacted them by laws, taught them to 
their children, c. when they had never 
done any of tt eſe things, or ever ſo much as 
heard of them before: and then, upon the 
credit of their bulieving that they had done 
ſuch things as they never did, to make them 
further believe, upon the ſame foundation, 
whatever they pleaſed to impoſe upon them, 
as to former ages: I fay, ſuch a power as this 
muſt exceed all that is human; and, conſe- 
quently, make us rank theſe prieſts far above 
the condition of mortals. 

2. Nay, this were to make them outdo all 
that has ever been telated of the infernal 
powers: for though their legerdemain has 
extended to deceive ſom. unwary beholders ; 
* their power of wo: king ſome ſceming mi- 
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they make them the ſole authors of this the 
greateſt of miracles ? 


XV. And ſince the Deiſts (theſe men of 
ſenſ⸗ 


SEE 
1 


2 


2 


+ 
1 


I) 
4 
18 


| 


or generous nation. A 


11 


and ſome other the moit brutal part of 
mankind; yet are they ſtill exploded; an 
prieſts have, and do 
mong not only the greateſt, but beſt part of 


2 


the world, and the moſt glorious for ar, | 


Jearning, and war. 
| R'VI. Fon as the devil does ape God, in 


his inſtitutions of religion, bis feaſts, ſacrifi- 
ces, Ge. 3 ſo likewiſe in his prieſts; without 


whom, no religion, whether true cr falſe, 
can ſtand. Falſe religion is but a corruption 


of the true. The true was before it, though = 


it be followed cloſe upon the heels. 

The revelation made to Moſcs is elder than 
any hiſtory <xtant in the Heathen world. 
The Heathens, in imitation of him, pretend- 


given thoſe marks which diflinguiſh them 
_ fron the true. None of them have thoſe 
four marks beſore mentioned. 


nd though they 
made ſome inroads among the Hotren- 


| 


prevail againſt them, a- 


ed, likewiſe, to their revelations. But I have 


Sende: Se 


e GG 4 0 enen 


| 

] 

N equal. 

ö rielts of all religions to be the ſame contri- 
| vers and jugglers: and therefore they pro- 
Þ 

F 

4 


claim war equally againſt all, nd 200 
ly engaged to bear the brunt of all. 


rr 


100 


think this ro be dance for all « 
men, here or hereafter, of chere be any 
fare); and therefore that there is no uſe 


7 
I; 
1 


, | after revelation, as it always has done, then 
| fe. and we muſt look 


as A fbort and ea Methed 


KVM. Taurntrort if the Deiſts would 
avoid the mortification, (which will be very 
uneaſy to them), to yield, and ſubmit ro be | 
ſubdued and hewed down before the prieſts, 
whom of all mankind they hate and deſpiſe ; 


living 
——: of te manccre of Fult of chile ag: 


ligion, inſtituted from the time that ſuch mat- 


ters of fact were ſaid to be done; as the Lee 


were not aopointed by the gods whom they 
ſerved, but by others in after ages: they 


cannot ſtand the teſt of the tour rules befure 
mentioned ; which the Chriſtian pricſts can 
do, and they only. Now, the Chriſtian 


and continued by ſucceſſion to this day, be- 
ing as impregnable and flagrant a teſtimony 


to the truth of the matters of fact of Chriſt, 1 


of mankind, but ng the the 


prieſthood, as inſtituted by "Chriſt himſelf, 
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Lthough our author has 
ved the authoriry of the holy ſcriptures 
his four marks, as an external evidence; 
Yee, Gar he entder my off he deve hd 


have here ſubjoincd an excellent obſervation 
made by him, in another work *, in the fol- 
ing words. 

«__—The Hcathen orators have admired 
< the ſublime of the ſtyle of our ſcriptures. 


„ No writing in the world comes near it, e- 
„ ven with all the diſadvantage of our tran 
lation; which, being obliged to be literal, 


% muſt loſe much of the beauty of it. The 


« plainnefs and ſuccinctneſs of the hiſtorical | 


«< part, the melody of the Pſalms, the in- 


« ſtruftion of the Proverbs, the majeſty of 


the Prophets, and, above all, that ealy 
«« ſweetneſs in the New Teſtament, where 
the glory of heaven is ſet forth in grave 
% and moving expreſſion ; which yet reaches 
not the height of the ſubject: not like the 
„ flights of rhetoric, which ſer out ſmall mat- 
« ters in great words. But the holy fcrip- 
«* tures. touch the heart, raiſe ex 
« confirm our hope, ſtrengthen our faith, 
give peace of comience, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt which is inexpreflible. All 
oy which you will experience when you once 
come to believe; you will then bring forth 
<« theſe fruits of the Spirit, when you receive 
the word with pure affection, as We pray 
in our Litany. 
* Truth of Cbri dianity demon Arated. 


opinion he had of their internal character, = 


pro- 
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A Letter from the Author of the 
Short Method with the Deiſts, to 
Mr G1LDoN, his publiſh- 
ing the Deiſts Manual. 


STR, 

Have read over your papers with great 
ſatisfaction; and I heartily bleſs God with 
you, and ſor you, that he has had mer- 
ey upon you, and opened your eyes, to ſee 
the wondrous things of his law, to convince 
you of thoſe irrefragable proofs he has afford- 
ed for the truth and authority of the holy 
ſcriptures, ſuch as no other writing upon 
earth can pretend to, and which are incom- 
patible with any forgery or deceit. He has 
given you likewiſe that true ſpirit of repent- 
ance, to bring forth the fruits thereof; that 
is, to make what ſatisfaction you can for the 
injuries you have done to religion, by anſwer- 
formerly by your- 
felf againſt it *; and being converted, you 
endeavour to ſtrengthen your brethren. 


To have laid the true foundation of the 
being of God, againſt the Atheiſt ; of his 
creation of the world, and providence, a- 
tara. ol 2 
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be chance, then their thoughts are ſo too, 
— be 
wor! 

Others, becavſe know not what to 
fav, ſappoſe the world, and all things in it, 
to have been from eternity, and to have gone 
on, as now, in a conſtant ſucceſſion, of men 
begetting men, trees ſpringing from 8 
Gc. without any beginning 
Therefore. as it is evident, that 


can make itſelf, it is —_ —— 
reer 1 


ginning. A ſucceſſion of beginnings cannot 
de without a beginning; for that would be li- 
terally a beginning without a in 
which is a contradistion in terms. 


— more eminently in God, to — — 
and govern all the works which he has made. 
He that made the eye, dies he not fee? 
and he who pur providence into the omaha: 
man, has he none himſclf? 


dence, than even in thoſe of creation, 
cially in his governing the actions of tree 


gainfſt the aſſerters of blind chance. If all 


of their will to do as they liſt, and 1 
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without taking from tem the freedom 


day betort our eyes, in his tui ning the coun- 


ſels of the wiſe to fooliſhneſs, and trapping 
the wicked in the works of their own hands. 


This ſtrikes us more ſenſibly, and is nearer to 
us, than te making of a tree or a ſtar; and 
we feel that over-ruling power in his provi- 


dence, which we contemplate in his creation, 


When the fins of men are increaſed to pro- 
voke God to take vengeance, he permits the 
ſpirit of fury io incline their wills to war, and 
deſtruction of each other, and nation riſc up 
againſt nation; and when in his meicy he 
thin is the puniſh: nent is ſufficieut, he calms 
their rage, like the roaring of the ſea, and 
there is peace. And they are fo fice agents 
in all this, that they think it is all their own 
doing. And ſo really it is, though under the 
unſeen direction of a ſuperior power. 

Bat nor only in the public tranſa*ijons of 
the world, his providence is obſervable. 
There is no man who takes notice of his own 
life, but muſt find it as to his very private af- 
fairs; a thought ſometimes darting into his 
mind, to rid him ont of a difficulty, or ſhew 


| him an advantage, which he could not find 


in much conſidering before. At other times, 
a man's mind is fo clouded, as if his eyes 
were ſhut, that he cannot fee his way. A- 
gain, ſeveral events which he thouzht moſt 
unlucky, and his utter ruin, he finds after- 

E 3 Wards 


ings which he thought for his great benefit, 


a providence, which fees farther than we 
can, and diſpoſes all our actions, though done 
in the full freedom of our own will, to what 
events, either good or bad for us, God 
pleaſes. 
III. Of Revelation. 
B v r theſe conſiderations from the creation 


and providence, though admirable and glo- 


rious, are within the oracles of reaſon, and 
are but earthly things, in compariſon of thoſe 
heavenly things, which God has revealed to 
man et ſundry times, and in divers manners, 
and are recorded in the holy ſcriptu:es; and 
which otherwiſe it was impoſſible for man to 
Have known. * © For what man is he that 
% ca know the counſel of Gd? or who can 
& think what the will of the Lord is? For 
& the thoughts of mortal men are miſerable, 
& and our devices are but unceriain. For the 
< corruptible body prefſe:th down the foul, 
< and the earthly tabernacle weigheth down 
the mind that muſeth upon many things. 
& And hardly do we gueſs aright at things 
that are upon earth, and with labour do 
« we find the things that are before us: but 
„ the things that are in hcaven, who hath 
« ſearched out? 

* Wiſiom, chap. is, ver. 33. Gt, 


On the other hand, many 
ich he 
he has found to be for his hurt. This ſhews © 


as. Un. 
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This then muſt be purely the ſubject of re- 
velation. But when the Deiſt is come thus 
far, he is entered into a wide field : for all te- 
ligions, Jewiſh, Heathen, Chriſtian, and 
Mahometan, pretend to revelation for their 


original. 
point, was the deſign of the 


To clear this rater 
Metbod with t Deifts, which the 
— to our converſation. 68: 
— — and Mahometan religions not 
only want thoſe marks (there ſer down) which 
aſcertain the truth of fact, but their morales 
and worſhip are impure, and inconſiſtent 
with the attributes of God; as the i 
of fornication and uncleanneſs among the 
Heathen, and their human faciifices, (moſt 
abhorrent to the God of holineſs and mercy}, 
and the filthy obſcenity of their very ſacra : 
beſides the great defect of their morals, which 
knew no ſuch thing as humility, forgiveneſs 
of injuries. loving their enemics, and return- 
ing good for evi]. Some of their philoſophers 
ſpoke againſt revenging of injuries, as bring- 
ing greater injury io ourſelves, or not worth 
the while; bur nor upon the account of hu- 
manity, and love to our brethren, and 
them good though they did evil to us. 
— You may fee pride and ſelf- conceit run 
through all their philoſophy ; beſides their 
principle of increaſing their empire, by con- 
quering other countries who did thein no 
harn, hon they called barbarians. 
Into tis claſs comes likewiſe the ſenſual pa- 


radiſe propoſed by Mahomet, n 


the multitude and notoriety of the miracles 
wrought by our bleſſed Saviour, beyond thoſe 
Moſes. Which fully anſwers the objec- 


Then, from the purity and heavenlineſs of 


'F 


; the other anſwer of our bleſſed >a- 
udes demonſtrativelv, of a king- 
ided againſt iiſclf, That if Satan caſt 

tan, to promote that doctrine which 

taught, we muſt alter our notion of the 


] 


1 


worſhip, which he had fer up in 
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kingdom muſt then be at an end: which we 
ſee not yet done; for wickedneſs fiill reigns 
in the world. | 


IV. Of the abjection as to the myſteries re. 
. a. * 
AcainsT the above mentioned rea- 

fon has nothing to obgect: but then prejudi · 

ces are raiſed up againſt what is revealed, as 

belng of Gings ter cor ehave cur cacti and 
out of its reach; as chiefly the doctrine of the 
bleſſed Trinity. 

In anſwer to which, we may conſider, that 
if ſuch things were not above our reaſon, there 
needed no revelation of them, but only a bare 
of thera to our reaſun, made by any 
dy, without any aurhority, -— "ps. 


e in — we 
ture far out of the reach of our reaſon : That 
it muſt be ſo: for how can finite comprehend. 
infinite? who can think what eternity is? a 


duration without beginning, or ſucceſſion, of 


F parts or time! who can fo much as imagine, 


1 
9 


enn made 
itſelf, nor by any other? omnipre· 
ſence? of a boundle ſs i ? &c. * 

Yet all this reaſon obliges us to allow, as 
the neceſſary of a firſt cauſe. 
And where any thing is eſtabliſhed upon 
the full proof of reaſon, there ten thouſand 
objections or difficulties, though we cannot 
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throw it. Nothing can do that, but to re- 


fute thoſe reaſons upon which it is eſtabliſh- 
certainty of the 
we cannot 


explain i nor ſolve the difficultics that ariſe | 


. eee of cuts, 
much more upon that of revelation ; where 


the ſubject- matter is above our reaſon, and 


Aud 23 to the contradiftion alledged i 


e being one, it is no contradittion, un- 
it be ſaid, that three are one in the ſelf. 


2 


1 


ZEPE 


are three as to perſons, and one 
to nature: here is no contradiction. 


Again, we cannot charge that as a con- 


tradi-rion in one nature, which is ſo in ano- 
| Sher, unleſs we underſtand both natures per- 


. 


1 


 feffly well: and therefore we cannot charge 
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do not; becauſe, as before ſaid, they are not 
three and one in the ſame reſpect. 

Nay, let us conſider further, that though 
finite; yet we have nearer reſemblances of _ 
| the three and one in God, than there is of 

| F$ght to a man born blind: for there is no- 

| thing in any of the other four ſenſes, that has 
| any reſemblance at all to that of ſeeing; or 
mat can give ſuch a man any notion whatever 
T of it, fo as that he can j 


n judge of colours, or 
of rhe motions of light or fight And if 
we had not the experience of the different fa 
| culties of our mind ®, the contradiction would 
| appear irreconcileable to all our philoſophy; 

how three could be one, each diſtindt from 
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Indeed ſoul, we 
are to each of 
them: as ing ſent; to 
thus much 

treat i 


V. Of the differences among Chriſtians. 


Bor now that, from all the proofs of the 
certainty of the revelation, we are come to fix 


ſhould come, for the probation of the e- 
As ſome Canaanites were left in the 
„to teach the Iſraelites the uſe of war, 
leſt, by too profound a peace, they might 
grow lazy and ſtupid, and become an eaſy 


T_T COTTON 


| > b-day" ſo might Chriſtianity 
loft among us, if we had nothing to do: 
* Which the author afterwards publiſhed, in his Sci. 
EY it 


| end. For here you ſee the multiplicity of ſets 
| and diviſion, which our bleſſed Saviour fore- 
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our Gatracion ; and infinite mercy in affording 


it to us. 


Thus all his attributes are ſatisſiecl, and | 


filled vp to the brim. They contradi& not, 


bur exalt each other. His mercy exalts and | 
magnifies his juſlice; his juſtice exalts his 


mercy ; and both his infinite wiſdom. 


ie i a view of .Ged, beyund when oi. 


the oracles of 1caſon could ever have found 


out, from his works of creation, or common 


providence ! Theſe ſhew his works; but this his 
nature, it is himiclf! the very face of God! 
before which the ange!s vail their faces, and 
deſire to look into this abyſs of goodneſs, and 
power, and wiſdom, which they will never 
be able ro fathom, but ſtill feed upon, and 
ſearch farther and further into it, with ado- 
ration, to eternity! and they worſhip our 
manhood thus taken into God ! and rejoice to 
be miniftering ſpirits to us, while upon earth. 

This you and I have talked over at large; 
and this I gave you as the ſum and ſubſtance, 


the 4/phba and mega of the Chriſtian religion. 


And now I repeat it as the ſureſt criterion 
to guide a man, in the difficuity before us; 
that is, in the choice of a church, in the 
midſt of all that variety there is among Chri- 


ſtians. . 


——— 
VII. Of the Socinians. 


This will fave you from the Socinians, or 
the Unitarians, as they now call themſelves, 
who cxprefaly deny this doctrine. For they de- 
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ſhews, that 
believe it. eas deve ind ths an And 
the Socinian docti ine affords no comfort, no 


lowed his precepts, nor example: here is no- 
thing but matter of condemnation to us. But 
if we look upon him as ovr ſurety, who has 
paid our debt; as our ſacrifice, atonement, 
and propitiation for our fins, and that we are 
faved by his blood, (which is the language of 
the holy ſcriptures, of which the Socinians 
know no meaning); 2 


lible aſſurance. 
VIII. Of the Popiſb errors in this matter. 
As the Socinians have 1otally rejected this 
doctrine; fo the church of Rome has greatly 
vitiated and depreſſed it, by their doctrine of 
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And reaſon carries it 


men ace called the world.——This was the 
1 11. brings down the ſame And 5: Jude 
as to all ſocieties. They who will not obey 


the Chriſtian church. 
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tion of the church as a ſociety, by leaving 
governors in it; or, which is the ſame, ſet- 


pare 


1475 


kind: Super hanc petram, &c. This was the 
current doftrine of the divines in che church 
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nn, ſemper, abipue, 2 Þ 
” ©< always,evety where, and by all,” is the Chri- 
Man doctrine: dne for in this cas foch dach ing 4 
a fact; and having the foreſaĩd marks, muſt 
be a true fact, viz. that ſuch doftrine was ſo 
taught and received. This was the method u- 
ken in the council called at Alexandria againſt | 
| Arius; it was aſked by Alexander the Archbi- } 
ſhop, who unguam talia audivit *? 

Who ever heard of this doctrine before?® - 
2 | 


| * every = 
ced to fact; for ir is purely — 1 
doftrine was received or not? 


I doubt not but all this will determine you 
ww 


